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Response to Questions Regarding Workshop Selection at 2010 National 4-H Conference 
 
Each year, 4-H National Headquarters puts out a call to internal and external 

groups to propose workshops for presentation at the National 4-H Conference.  When 
received, the proposals are reviewed independently by youth and adult members of the 
planning committee. The planning committee then considers the reviews for all 
submitted workshop proposals and selects a set of them as most acceptable for National 
Conference. 
 

Workshops are an opportunity for youth to self-select topics of their interest.  
Materials disseminated at workshops generally are copies of slides and/or general 
information brochures/toolkits that are mostly available via the web. 
 

For the 2010 National 4-H Conference, a proposal titled “Animal Instincts: 
Service Learning and Animal Welfare” was submitted by the Humane Society of the 
United States.  It was reviewed by the planning committee and found acceptable.  The 
proposal addressed the National Conference central theme of citizenship and showed 
alignment with programming areas for community service, youth volunteerism, service 
learning, and youth voice. 
 

The workshop was presented at the 2010 National 4-H Conference in two 
sessions on March 23, 2010 and had about 25 youth per session.  While one or two 
individuals expressed concern at the closing banquet about the position of the Humane 
Society regarding animal agriculture, this was not the subject of the workshop. 
 

While the views or ideas brought forth in any workshop or conference are those 
of the presenter and do not necessarily reflect the views of 4-H National Headquarters, 
the National Institute of Food & Agriculture, or the U.S. Department of Agriculture, this 
workshop was approved by the planning committee because the proposal aligned with 
the goals of the 4-H Conference and did not present any indication of anti-animal 
agriculture views or positions.  
 

4-H National Headquarters is proud of the annual National 4-H Conference and 
the great opportunities and benefits it provides to the youth in attendance, and is 
equally proud of the 4-H youth across our country who dedicate themselves in service to 
agriculture and to their world.  
 
Sincerely, 
Lisa Lauxman, 
Director, Youth Development 
National CYFAR Coordinator 
4-H National Headquarters 
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